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TAGS: SNAR, MY, XC 

SUBJECT: OPIUM-THE STATISTICAL MORASS 

REF: STATE 018257 

1 . THE GOM HAS ESTIMATED IN RECENT PUBLIC STATEMENTS THAT 
ABOUT 150,000 PERSONS ARE ADDICTED TO HEROIN, MORPHONE OR 
OPIUM. THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A COMPREHENSIVE SURVEY OF THE 
ADDICT POPULATION IN MALAYSIA, HOWEVER, AND THIS FIGURE IS 
AS UNCERTAIN AS THOSE PROVIDED BY MOST POSTS TAKING PART 
IN THIS ACCOUNTING EXERCISE. KEEPING IN MIND THE 
DIFFICULTIES INVOLVED IN DEFINING AN ADDICT, DEA HERE 
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ESTIMATES THE NUMBER OF HEROIN ADDICTS AS CLOSER TO 75,000. 
MOST ADDICTS SMOKE HEROIN AND INJUECTION IS THE 
EXCEPTION IN MALAYSIA, ALTHOUGH SYRINGES ARE 
AVAILABLE WITHOUT PRESCRIPTION. NO. 3 HEROIN IS 
THE ACCEPTED OPIATE OF THE YOUNGER ADDICT POPULATION. 

NO. 4 HEROIN IS SCARCE DUE TO ITS PROHIBITIVE 
COST. THERE IS ALSO A TRADITIONAL AND UNCOUNTED 
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OPIUM ADDICT POPULATION, ESPECIALLY AMONG OLDER 
CHINESE. 

2. THE MALAYSIAN POLICE ESTIMATE THAT THE AVERAGE 
HEROIN ADDICT USES THREE TUBES OF 5 MILLIGRAMS EACH 
PER DAY AT COST OF M$5.00 (US$2.00) PER TUBE. IF 

THE ACTUAL HEROIN ADDICT POPULATION IS NEAR THE DEA 
ESTIMATE OF 75,000 AND EACH ADDICT CONSUMES 1.5 GRAMS 
OF HEROIN PER DAY, THEN THERE IS A TOTAL DAILY 
CONSUMPTION OF 100-125 KILOGRAMS, OR 35,000 TO 

45.000 KILOGRAMS PER YEAR. SINCE NO. 3 HEROIN 
CONSUMED IN MALAYSIA IS 35 TO 50PCT PURE, THIS 
WOULD MEAN AN ANNUAL IMPORTATION IN THE RANGE OF 

12.000 TO 23,000 KILOGRAMS OF PURE HEROIN (OR THE 
OPIUM EQUIVALENT FOR REFINING IN LOCAL LABS). 

3. A RECENT NEWSPAPER ARTICLE REPORTED THAT THE 

UN INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD ESTIMATES 
THAT 50,000 LBS. OF OPIUM PER YEAR IS SMUGGLED INTO 
MALAYSIA AND 22,000 LBS. ARE RE-XPORTED. IF THE 
REPORT MISTAKENLY USED "OPIUM" INSTEAD OF "HEROIN," 

AND IF THE LOW ESTIMATES IN PARA 2 ABOVE ARE THE 
MORE ACCURATE, THE UN FIGURE OF A LOCAL 
CONSUMPTION OF 27,000 LBS. (12,000 KILOGRAMS) 

ANNUALLY MAY BEAR SOME RELATION TO OUR CALCULATIONS. 

4. COMMENT. THESE STATISTICS ARE THE RESULT 

OF CALCULATIONS APPLIED TO GOMFIGURES TEMPERED 
BY PROFESSIONAL JUDGEMENTS ABOUT THE INDIVIDUAL 
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ELEMENTS OF ADDICT POPULATION, DOSAGE AND 
PURITY. THE MISSION FEELS THAT THE TOTAL FIGURES 
ARE STILL TOO HIGH GIVEN THE SIZE OF MALAYSIA'S 
TOTAL POPULATION OF 12 MILLION. 

UNDERHILL 
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